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Websites for Advice and Guidance 

in Coventry 
 

 

http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/chap

ters/p_thresholds.html 

Coventry Local Authority Children's Social Care 

Thresholds and Practice Standards 

 

 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/safeguardingchildren 

Coventry Local Authority Guidance – Safeguarding 

Children:  Worried that someone you know is being 

harmed or neglected? 

 

 

 

http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_thresholds.html
http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_thresholds.html
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/safeguardingchildren


REFERRAL GUIDANCE – Eden Girls’ School Coventry 
 
REASONS WHY SOME PEOPLE HESITATE TO REPORT ABUSE 
 
The following list contains a range of reasons why people commonly hesitate to report abuse.  It is provided for 
information, but be aware that none of these reasons is a justification for failing to report a child protection concern or 
disclosure. 
 

 The child asks you to keep silent – keep a secret 

 Fear of breaking up the family 

 Fear of exposing the child to further abuse 

 Fear of breaking a trusting relationship with child/family 

 Painful memories of your own abusive experiences 

 Fear of reprisals to yourself/your children/family 

 Fear of presenting evidence in court 

 Afraid of misinterpreting or overreacting to the situation 

 Assuming another agency is dealing with the problem 

 The 'rule of optimism' – everything will work out OK 

 Assuming one parent/carer will protect 

 Believing the child is fantasising/lying 

 Being persuaded by the child's retraction 

 Allowing a temporary improvement in the child's situation to distract you form the reality of continuing abuse 

 Being unable to comprehend the unbelievable nature of the disclosure 

 Not understanding procedures 
 
WHY CHILDREN CAN'T TELL ABOUT ABUSE 

 Threats from abuse – withdrawal of 'favours' or physical threats – may be implicit derived from abuse of power 

 Threats from peers also involved in abuse 

 May think s/he is to blame and fear arrest 

 Fear the loss of the child's world – family, school etc. 

 May be emotionally dependent on abuser 

 May have compartmentalised abuse 

 Thinks won't be believed 

 Low sense of self-esteem makes disclosure difficult 

 May not realise sexual abuse is a crime – thinks its normal 

 May not wish to betray abuser 

 May fear exposure and particularly public exposure 

 May be ambivalent about sexual identity or feel guilt about taking part in abuse 

 Lack of faith in justice system particularly for children with disabilities and from ethnic minorities 

 Hasn't got adult permission to tell 

 Lack of appropriate language skills 
 
WHY REFER? 

 Children have the right to be safe 

 Adults have a responsibility to protect children 

 Abuse is damaging 

 Child abuse exists in a world of secrecy and silence – the cycle of abuse has to be broken 

 You only have one small piece of a jigsaw 

 Children rarely lie about abuse 

 An abuser may well abuse many other children who also have a right to protection 
 
For guidance and support, contact the Children's Social Care Referral and Assessment Service Telephone: 024 7678 
8555. 

 
MAKING A DECISION 
Further guidance on making a decision is provided in the Children’s Social Care, Thresholds and Practice Standards, 
available at: 
 
http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_thresholds.html  

 

http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_thresholds.html


 



 



Useful Coventry and National Safeguarding Children Contacts: 

Emergency: 

If a child is in immediate danger or left alone, you should contact the police on 0345 113 5000 or, call 999 in 

an emergency. 

Police Child Abuse Investigation Unit: 024 7653 9044. 

Social worker (out of office hours): 024 7683 2222. 

Non-Emergency: 

If there is no immediate danger or you need advice or information, you should call the Referral and 

Assessment Service (RAS) or Children First Door on 024 7678 8555. 

Online Safety: Share Aware NSPCC (Preventing Abuse and Keeping Children Safe): 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 

Online Safety helpline on 0808 8005002 to get advice on anything from the latest social networks to 

parental controls.  Continue on further links on this website to discover more on how to keep children safe. 

Advice and Information: 

If you want to discuss your concerns or need advice e.g. if you are not sure whether your concerns are 

justified, you would like more information about issues like confidentiality or you would like to know what 

happens next (after you have reported your concerns), do one of the following:  

 Call Childline on 0800 1111 

 Call the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000 

 Foleshill Neighbourhood Team 

Foleshill Police Station CV LPU 

101 Ext 8316 402 

 Check Coventry LSCB procedures (see links above) 

 

Prevent Duty: 

If you have any queries regarding the above, or general matters regarding Prevent you can contact: 

Geoff Thomas - Prevent Co-ordinator in Coventry 

Geoff.Thomas@coventry.gov.uk  

02476 831437 

 

Or if you have concerns regarding extremism you can contact West Midlands Police through Security and 

Partnership Officer: 

Sergeant 6762 Jas Baghria 

j.baghria@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 

(101 ext. 7931 6535) Mob: 07825 112414 

 

http://counterextremism.lgfl.org.uk/ (Online link for further information on Prevent Duty) 

 

Allegations against a member of staff: 

Local Authority Designated Officer LADO - 02476 833 443 

Ofsted – 0300 123 123 1 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
tel:0808%208005002
mailto:Geoff.Thomas@coventry.gov.uk
http://counterextremism.lgfl.org.uk/


Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): 

Rachel Oluyemi 

FGM Project Coordinator 

Coventry Haven 

Tel: 02476 444077 

email: r.oluyemi@btconnect.com 

website: www.coventryhaven.co.uk 

 

http://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/

